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Nearly  7  million  persons  visited  the  national  wildlife  refuges  during 
1955.  These  6,974-, 4-4-7  visitors  last  year  represent  an  increase  of  34-  percent. 
Of  this  number,  more  than  one-third,  or  2,677,452,  used  the  refuges  for  fish- 
ing. Public  hunting  accounted  for  4.06,219  visitor-days  for  such  use,  pri- 
marily through  the  Mississippi  River  Valley.  Opportunities  were  afforded 
for  picnicking,  swimming,  and  wildlife  observations,  and  these,  together 
with  business  and  official  use,  amounted  to  3,890,776  visitor-days.  Refuges 
are  managed  on  a  multiple-use  basis,  insofar  as  this  can  be  accomplished 
without  defeating  the  primary  objective  for  which  each  was  established. 
This  has  permitted  increased  public  use  of  refuges  for  recreational  purposes. 

The  following  tabulation  of  public  use  is  based  upon  information  sub- 
mitted by  all  refuge  managers.  The  tabulation  is  arranged  by  regions. 


REGION 

_1 

Total  Use 

Visitor  Days 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Refuge 

All  Types 

Use 

Use 

Use 

Benton  Lake 

750 

—— 

200 

550 

Bowdoin,  etc. 

35,204 

604 

— 

34,600 

Camas 

1,138 

138 

— 

1,000 

Cold  Springs 

1,520 

— 

1,200 

...  320 

Columbia 

37,800 

1,700 

32,000 

4,100 

Deer  Flat 

69,690 

1,840 

33,750 

34,100 

Desert  Game 

105,600 

3,000 

1,000 

101,600 

Fort  Peck 

109,855 

11,800 

27,825 

70,230 

Hart  Mountain 

19,008 

14,811 

150 

4,047 

Little  Pend  Oreille 

9,800 

4,300 

4,000 

1,500 

Malheur 

2,500 

__ 

— 

2,500 

McKay 

16,000 

— 

15,000 

1,000 

McNary 

1,275 

75 

1,200 

- 

Medicine  Lake 

27,660 

150 

10 

27,500 

Merced 

2,400 

1,619 

— 

781 

Minidoka 

15,230 

— 

3,010 

12,220 

National  Bison 

30^000 

— 

— 

30,000 

Nine-Pipe,  etc. 

^   8,000 

— 

5,400 

2,600 

Red  Rock  Lakes 

1,170 

290 

30 

850 

Ruby  Lake 

1,500 

650 

700 

150 

Sa  cr  amen to ,  et  c , 

4,047 

1,597 

—- 

2,450 

Salton  Sea 

1,050 

600 

— 

450 

Sheldon 

13,050 

3,000 

1,050 

9,000 

Snake  River 

900 

400 

300 

200 

Stillwater,  etc. 

11,300 

7,300 

2,200 

1,800 

Tule  Lake,  etc. 

160,945 

43,745 

12,000 

105,200 

J 


REGION  1  (Cont'd) 


Refuge 

Tm'nbull,  etc. 
Willapa 


Total  Use 
Visitor  Days 
All  Types 

5,179 
1^200 


Hionting 

Use 


200 


Fishing 
Use 


Miscellaneous 

Use 

5,179 
1,000 


Total 


693,771 


97,819 


Ul,025 


^54,927 


■    REGION  2 


Aransas 
Bear  River 
Bitter  Lake 
Bosque  del  Apache 
Bur  ford 
Gabeza  Prieta 
Hagerman 
Havasu 
Button 
Imperial 
Laguna  Atascosa 
Monte  Vista 
Mule shoe 
National  Elk 
Pathfinder 
Salt  Plains 
San  Andres 
Santa  Ana 
Tishomingo 
Wichita  Mountains 


14,945 

16,198 

5,538 

1,700 

1,275 

120 

21,500 

U9,420 

25 

54,370 

23,200 

975 

1,640 

4,025 

1,200 

96,908 

1,288 

8,700 

24,325 

873,297 


3,868 

200 

-    100 


2,050 

2,080 

250 
594 


1,455 
.     2,288 

600 
775 

15,000 
124,350 

35,810 

17,500 


975 

350 
1,100 


12,875 
34,000 


1A,945 

10,875 

3,250 

900 

400 

120 

6,500 

23,020 

25 

16,480 

5,700 

975 

1,640 

3,050 

600 

95,808 

.   694 

8,700 

11,450 

839,297 


Total 


1,300,649 


9,142 


247,078    1,044,429 


Arrowwood 
Bear  Butte 
Chautauqua 
Crab  Orchard 
Crescent  Lake 
Des  Lacs 
Fort  Niobrara 
Horicon 
La creek 
Lake  Andes 


:  REGION  3 

12,000 

155 

— 

10,000 

— , 

5,000 

54,623 

3,000 

46, 623 

925,900 

36,650 

125,250 

1,975 

— 

900 

9,530 

175 

— 

34,400 

— 

— 

203,000 

30,250 

51,000 

7,500 

2,000 

4,000 

53,000   :  .■■ 

3,000 

30,000 

11,845 
5,000 
5,000 
764,000 
1,075 
9,355 

34,400 

121,750 

1,500 

20,000 


REGION  3    (Cont'd) 


Total  Use 

Visitor  Days 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Refuge 

All  Types 

Use 

Use 

Use 

Lake  Ilo 

7,000 



5,000 

2,000 

Long  Lake 

9,285 

25 

8,860 

400 

Lostwood 

3,200 

200 

— 

3,000 

Lower  Sour is 

11,600 

2,500 

7,000 

2,100 

Mingo 

70,000 

— 

60,000 

10,000 

Mud  Lake 

5,076 

1,650 

— 

3,426 

Necedah 

39,900 

26,400 

3,500 

10,000 

North  Platte 

138,500 

— 

7,500 

131,000 

Rice  Lake 

20,300 

— 

16,000 

4,300 

Sand  Lake 

14,299 

8,299 

1,500 

4,500 

Seney 

33,000 

3,000 

8.,  000 

22,000 

Shiawassee 

14,500 

3,150 

8,550 

2,800 

Slade  and  Easement 

District  1 

19,722 

22 

— — 

19,700 

Squaw  Creek 

4,475 

— 

500 

3,975 

Sullys  Hill 

15,822 

— 

— 

15,822 

Swan  Lake 

30,000 

10,122 

4,500 

15,378 

Tamarac 

29,620 

9,120 

5,500 

15,000 

Union  Slough 

39,610 

11,125 

10,000 

18,485 

Upper  Mississippi,  Lower 

Pools,  etc. 

1,562,700 

125,230 

901,870 

535,600 

Upper  Sour  is 

23,500 

— 

22,000 

1,500 

Valentine 

22,000 

— 

11,000 

11,000 

Waubay 

6,500 

500 

6,000 

Total 

3,432,537 

276,073 

1,344,553 

1,811,911 

REGION  4 

Back  Bay 

3,500 



2,600 

900 

Big  Lake 

26,000 

— 

6,000 

20,000 

Blackbeard 

800 

100 

500 

200 

Blackwater  &  Susquehanna 

7,995 

— 

120 

7,875 

Cape  Remain 

2,643 

U3 

1,500 

1,000 

Carolina  Sandhills 

6,800 

— 

3,600 

3,200 

Ghassahowitzka 

4,520 

720 

3,650 

150 

Chincoteague 

3,600 

— 

600 

3,000 

Delta 

45,000 

— 

4,000 

41,000 

Great  White  Heron,  Key 

West  and  Key  Deer 

90,000 

— 

70,000 

20,000 

Kentucky  Woodlands 

335,743 

4,323 

290,000 

41,420 

Lacassine 

31,500 

__ 

1,500 

30,000 

Loxahatchee 

24,540 

140 

22,500 

1,900 

Mattamuskeet 

38,692 

4,350 

12,342 

22,000 

REGION  4  (Cont'd) 


Total  Use 

Visitor  Days 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Refuge 

All  Types 

Use 

Use 

Use 

Noxubee 

31,226 

2,200 

8,026 

21,000 

Okefenokee 

5,000 

— 

200 

4,800 

Pea  Island 

17,630 

— 

7,050 

10,580 

Piedmont 

12,525 

— 

25 

12,500 

Presquile 

92 

— 

— 

92 

Reelfoot  and  Lake  Isom 

83,025 

— 

72,000 

11,025 

Sabine 

20,900 

— 

9,300 

11,600 

Sanibel  and  Florida  I. 

68,700 

— 

16,100 

52,600 

Santee 

55,000 

— 

52,000 

3,000 

St.  Marks 

45,000 

788 

6,000 

38,212 

Savannah 

4,000 

— 

600 

3,400 

SvTanquarter 

6,000 

— 

.   3,000 

3,000 

Tennessee 

204,000 

— 

180,000 

24,000 

Wheeler 

186,200 

3,500 

147,700 

35,000 

If/hite  River 

17,100 

" 

2,000 

15,100 

Total 

1,377,731 

REGION 

16,264 
_5 

922,913 

438,554 

Bombay  Hook 

2,095 

175 

50 

1,870 

Brigantine 

3,706 

706 

2,000 

1,000 

Killcohook 

500 

— 

— 

500 

Missisquoi 

1,303 

1,040 

250 

13 

Monomoy 

9,000 

— 

3,100 

5,900 

Montezuma 

22,500 

6,500 

16,000 

Moosehorn 

16,500 

5,000 

2,500 

9,000 

Parker  River 


and 


Great  Meadows 


114,155 


7,483 


106, 672 


Total 


169,759 


6,921 


21,883 


140,955 


GRAND  TOTAL 


6,974,447 


406,219    2,677,452    3,890,776 
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April  1956 
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